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Introduction to USGS
ÅDept. of Interior

ÅFounded in 1879

ÅFour Disciplines

ÅWater Resources 

ÅGeologic

ÅGeography (formerly NMD)

ÅBiological Resources (formerly 

NBS)

ÅThree Regions



Who is the USGS?

Federal Agency

Scientific Mission

Non-Regulatory



USGS:

ÅHas 9,000 employees located in 
offices in every state.

ÅConducts interdisciplinary scientific 
monitoring, assessment, and 
research.

ÅPrimary scientific disciplines are 
biology, geography, geology, and 
hydrology
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EXPLANATION

Regional Office

Water Science Center

Water Science Center at city

Field Office
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WRD Regional Boundary

U.S. Geological Survey Water Resources Discipline Offices


